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**Register Today**Rotary District 5170 Collaborative Impact
Summit 9/19

By Geeta Kadambi

ROTARY COLLABORATIVE IMPACT SUMMIT

Rotar
Ignite Action. Forge Connections. Amplify Impact. .

Jag <

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 —9AM TO 5PM
SAN JOSE MCHENRY CONVENTION CENTER
150 W SAN CARLOS STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113

Rotary District 5170 is excited to announce the inaugural Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit,
hosted by District Governor Geeta Kadambi (2026-27), at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center.

This exciting new event reimagines the traditional Rotary District Conference by bringing Rotary clubs, nonprofit
organizations, community leaders, and service partners together to create stronger collaborations and greater
community impact.

The Summit will feature:

e Inspiring keynote speakers, including Paralympic medalist Lex Gillette and Al entrepreneur Kevin
Brookhouser

Interactive service projects benefiting local nonprofits

Club and nonprofit showcase displays

Multicultural entertainment and community networking

Opportunities to build partnerships that create lasting impact throughout the region

“This Summit is where connection turns into action,” shared organizers. “Participants will leave inspired,
activated, and ready to build partnerships that go further than ever before.”

Rotarians, nonprofit leaders, and community members are all encouraged to attend and experience a day focused
on service, collaboration, and innovation.

For registration and event information, contact CollaborativelmpactSummit@rotarydistrict5170.org.

About the Event Registration Quick Links

e If you are a Rotarian or a member of the general public, you can register here. Rotarians can
also register for club display tables on this site.

e If you are a nonprofit wishing to sign up for a display table, register here. Rotarians who
serve as staff or board members of a nonprofit and wish to reserve a display table for that
organization should register through the nonprofit registration page and pay the applicable nonprofit
fee.

District 5170 The Rotary Foundation Giving Ranks 12th in the
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Rotary District 5170 is proud to introduce the District 5170 Impact Companion Club, an innovative new
membership option designed to help Rotarians stay connected during life's changing seasons.

The Impact Companion Club provides a "Rotary bridge" for members who may be facing health, family, work,
financial, or scheduling challenges that make participation in their current club difficult. Instead of leaving Rotary,
members can remain active, connected, and engaged while maintaining ties to their home club and the Rotary
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family.
This new option may be ideal for:

Members unable to regularly attend meetings or events

Members facing temporary family, health, or work obligations

Rotarians who value Rotary friendships but need greater flexibility

Former members interested in returning to Rotary through a more adaptable membership model

"Rotary should adapt to the needs of our members, not the other way around," said District Governor Herb
Ritter. "The Impact Companion Club gives us another way to retain great people and keep them connected to
Rotary until they are ready for their next chapter.”

District 5170 now has a new opportunity: Don't lose a Rotarian—help them stay connected. Only
$20/month.

Final 2025-26 Governor's Trophy Award Congratulation 7-1-26
By Herb L. Ritter 11

The final numbers are in!

Congratulations to all the Rotary clubs earning the 2025-26 Governor’s Trophy Award!

These outstanding clubs demonstrated excellence through membership growth, Rotary Foundation giving,
strong leadership, and active participation throughout the year.

Thank you to every club, president, and Rotarian whose dedication made these achievements possible. Your
commitment to Service Above Self is making a meaningful difference in our communities and around the
world.

Congratulations to our award-winning clubs—and thank you for doing the fantastic work of Rotary!

Click Here for Summary Spreadsheet update 8-12-26

Read More

Rotary Club of Silicon Valley Rainbow Welcomes District Governor
Dr. Geeta Kadambi

By Geeta Kadambi
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The Rotary Club of Silicon Valley Rainbow welcomed District Governor Dr. Geeta Kadambi for her official visit on
July 1, 2026. Members shared the club's impactful service projects, including the Jalisco Safe House Project and
its partnership with the Billy DeFrank LGBTQ+ Community Center's Vintage Program. District Governor Geeta
praised the club's dedication to Service Above Self, active district involvement, and commitment to creating
meaningful change. The evening celebrated Rotary fellowship, collaboration, and the shared mission of Creating
Lasting Impact throughout District 5170.

Read More

**Register Today** EVENT OF THE YEAR** Rotary D5170 Impact
Summit 9719

By Geeta Kadambi

>>>REGISTER NOW! Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit

ROTARY COLLABORATIVE IMPACT SUMMIT  Rotar
Ignite Action. Forge Connections. Amplify Impact.

blay o0

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 —SAM TO 5PM
SAN JOSE MCHENRY CONVENTION CENTER
150 W SAN CARLOS STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113

1

Connection turns into action at District 5170’s inaugural Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit!

Join District Governor Geeta Kadambi for an exciting new event bringing Rotarians, clubs, nonprofit
partners, community leaders, and innovators together to share ideas, build partnerships, and amplify
our impact!

Powerful speakers including Paralympic champion Lex Gillette and Al leader Kevin Brookhouser
Club & nonprofit project showcases

Hands-on service projects

Multicultural performances

New ideas, connections, and partnerships to help your club reach further, faster, together!

REGISTER EARLY & SAVE!

Rotarian/Guest Registration: $70
Showcase your club! Clubs can reserve up to five project display tables at no additional table fee with
the required paid Rotarian registration. Nonprofit partners are encouraged to participate too!

*** Don’t wait—register today, bring your club, invite your nonprofit partners, and be part of
something NEW for District 5170!

*** REGISTER NOW: Click HERE
CONNECT. COLLABORATE. CREATE IMPACT.

Meet Your Impact Summit Emcee: Blake R. Ward! 9/17 Register
Now

By Cheryl Lander

Meet Your Impact Summit Emcee: Blake R. Ward!

Get ready for energy, entertainment, and inspiration!

The Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit is excited to
welcome professional actor, musician, screenwriter, and producer
Blake R. Ward as our Event Emcee!

A Santa Cruz native and Loyola Marymount University graduate,
Blake has entertained audiences in productions including Guys
and Dolls, Grease, Shrek The Musical, and RENT. He also
created and starred in the YouTube show Whatever’s Clever.

Blake will bring his personality and stage experience to an
incredible day of Rotary, service, collaboration, and
community impact.
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Don’t miss the inaugural Rotary Collaborative Impact
Summit!

REGISTER TODAY — and bring your Rotary friends and
community partners! CLICK HERE

Rotary International Director Wyn Spiller Comes to the Impact
Summit!9/19 Register Today

By Geeta Kadambi on Thursday, August 27, 2026

What happens when Rotary leadership, collaboration,
and service come together? Come hear from someone
helping lead Rotary around the world.

Wyn Spiller, Rotary International Director 2025-27, will be a
featured speaker at the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit!

From polio eradication efforts in India to healthcare projects in Mexico
and Uganda, Wyn's Rotary journey spans communities and continents. A
former winery CEO, she brings a powerful combination of business
leadership, humanitarian service, peacebuilding, and global
perspective.

Her message reflects what the Impact Summit is all about: creating
opportunities for others to thrive and accomplishing more when
we work together.

****Be there. Get inspired. Make connections. Create impact.

REGISTER FOR THE IMPACT SUMMIT TODAY! Click Here

“No Need for Sight When You Have a Vision®” — Meet Lex Gillette!
9/19 Register Now

By Sangita Seshadri on Thursday, August 27, 2026
Prepare to be inspired!

World-record-holding Paralympic long jumper Lex Gillette is coming to
the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit with an unforgettable
message about vision, resilience, determination, and possibility.

After losing his sight during childhood, Lex refused to let blindness define
what was possible. He went on to become an elite athlete, mentor,
inclusion champion, and powerful voice for people striving to overcome
barriers.

His message is simple and powerful:
“There is no need for sight when you have a vision®.”

Come discover what can happen when we stop focusing on limitations and
start focusing on possibilities.

*** This is one speaker you don't want to miss!

= REGISTER TODAY for the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit!
REGISTER NOW
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Al Is Changing Everything — Is Your Club Ready? Impact Summit
9/19 Register NOW

By Robert T. Shaver

The Al revolution is here — and Rotary has an
opportunity to put it to work for good.

| Meet Kevin Brookhouser, M.Ed., a Google Certified Generative Al
| Leader and founder of GapJump Al, at the Rotary Collaborative
. Impact Summit!

With more than two decades of technology experience, Kevin helps
leaders understand and strategically use emerging Al tools while
keeping people and organizational values at the center.

An internationally recognized speaker and author of The 20time
Project, Kevin has taken his message to audiences around the
world — including the Sydney Opera House.

¥ o How can Al help us communicate better, innovate faster, and
\ expand our impact? Come find out!

?? REGISTER TODAY for the Rotary Collaborative Impact
Summit — and discover what's next! Click Here

Shirley Grace: Turning Rotary Resources Into Real Impact; Summit
9/19 Register Now

By Heather Lerner

Want to learn how collaboration can turn Rotary resources into
life-changing projects?

Join Past District Governor Shirley Grace at the Rotary Collaborative
Impact Summit!

As Endowment and Major Gifts Adviser for Zone 26, Shirley has
helped develop and implement an extraordinary 58 District and Global
Grants, creating impact in communities around the world.

Her commitment to Ending Polio has also taken her into the field for
four National Immunization Days — and even onto a bicycle to help raise
funds!

Shirley's experience demonstrates one of the Summit's most important
ideas:

When Rotarians collaborate, our resources — and our impact —
go further.

**Come meet Shirley, exchange ideas, and discover new possibilities for
your club.

REGISTER FOR THE IMPACT SUMMIT TODAY! Click HERE

Building Bridges Across Communities — Meet David Chih-Hsiang
Wu; Impact Summit 9719

By Larry Henry Barr
Global understanding begins with connection.

The Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit welcomes David
Chih-Hsiang Wu, Director-General of the Taipei Economic
and Cultural Office in San Francisco.

A career diplomat with extensive international experience,
David has served in important diplomatic and policy roles
around the world, including assignments in the Netherlands
and Geneva and leadership positions within Taiwan's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.
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His career demonstrates the importance of international
relationships, cross-cultural engagement, dialogue, and
building bridges between people and communities.

7 Those same principles are at the heart of Rotary.

o >>>> Connect locally. Think globally. Create lasting

£, impact.

REGISTER TODAY for the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit! Click Here

From ldeas to Global Impact — Meet Jagi Shahani! Impact Summit
9/19 Register Now!

By Mauri Okamoto-Kearney

What can happen when a
Rotary service idea grows into a
project that reaches
communities around the world?

Ask Jagi Shahani of the Rotary Club
of Cupertino, a featured speaker at the
Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit!

During 17 years in Rotary, Jagi has
helped lead Global Grant projects in
Africa, India, and Central America
and serves as program manager for the
largest WASH project in District
5170.

As a WASH Ambassador, Jagi understands
how partnerships, Rotary Foundation
resources, and committed Rotarians
can transform an idea into sustainable
impact.** Have a project idea? Looking for partners? Want to learn from other successful projects?

That is exactly why we're bringing everyone together! ** CONNECT. COLLABORATE. CREATE
IMPACT.

REGISTER TODAY for the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit! Click Here

From Conflict to a Life of Service — Meet Chehab “Shab” ElAwar;
Impact Summit 9719

By Geeta Kadambi

What happens when personal experience with conflict
becomes a lifelong commitment to peace and
humanitarian service?

Meet Chehab “Shab” ElAwar, Past District Governor, humanitarian
leader, structural engineer, and longtime Rotary leader — featured at the
Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit!

Born in Lebanon and shaped by his experiences during the civil war, Shab
moved to the United States in 1978 and went on to build a successful
career while dedicating himself to helping others through Rotary.

His Rotary impact is extraordinary:


https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77891583&fixTables=0&fixImages=0
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77891583&fixTables=0&fixImages=0

* 120+ Global Grants

* 30+ humanitarian missions

* Leadership in peace initiatives

* Service through the Thousand Smiles program

* Leadership with the Global Council for Peace Ambassadors

Shab’s journey demonstrates what Rotary is all about — bringing people
together, building partnerships, and turning compassion into action that changes lives. Come hear
Shab’s inspiring perspective and discover how collaboration can create positive change locally and
around the world.

REGISTER TODAY for the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit! Click Here

From Vision to Action — Rotary Foundation Trustee Vicki Puliz;
Impact Summit 9-19 Register Now

By Geeta Kadambi

How do we turn great Rotary ideas into lasting change
around the world?

Come hear from Rotary Foundation Trustee Vicki Puliz at the Rotary
Collaborative Impact Summit!

A lifelong Rotarian and Past Rotary International Director, Vicki has
dedicated her Rotary journey to developing leaders, empowering young
people, advancing peace, strengthening The Rotary Foundation,
and creating a polio-free world.

Her journey from successful business owner to international humanitarian
demonstrates the incredible possibilities that emerge when leadership,
service, and purpose come together.

** Come be inspired to lead with purpose and turn vision into action.

REGISTER TODAY for the Rotary Collaborative Impact Summit!
CLICK HERE

Rotary D5170 Celebrates Outstanding 2025—-2026 Achievements at
the 2026 Zone 26/27 Institute

By Herb L. Ritter IlI

Rotary District 5170 is celebrating an exceptional 2025-2026 Rotary year at the Zone 26/27
Institute, with outstanding results in membership, Foundation giving, and support for the worldwide effort to
eradicate polio.

Thanks to the dedication, generosity, and leadership of Rotarians throughout the District, District 5170 achieved:

#1 in Zone 26 for Membership Retention — 90.39%

#1 in the Big West Zone 26/26 and #3 in North America for Net Membership Growth — +90
members

#1 in Zone 26 for PolioPlus Giving — $498,521

#2 in Zone 26 for Total Rotary Foundation Giving & #12 in the World— $1,979,500

#3 in the Big West Zone 26&27 for Total Foundation Giving

#3 in Zone 26 for Paul Harris Society Membership — 220 members

A special thank-you goes to our 63 Club Presidents, 12 Area Governors, 4 Lieutenant Governors, 5 Ave
of Service Chairs, District Membership Chair Camilla Boolootian and her Membership Team, and
District Rotary TRF Foundation Chair & PDG Jill Duerig and her TRF Foundation Team. Their


https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77891583&fixTables=0&fixImages=0
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Event.cfm?EventID=77891583&fixTables=0&fixImages=0

collaboration, leadership, and commitment—along with the efforts of Rotarians throughout District 5170—
demonstrate that working together brings true success. | am confident that Governor Geeta, DGE -
John and DGN - Kamal will continue to develop and grow our District with collaboration and
continuing the positive momentum.

“Thank you to every member, club president, and District leader who helped make these achievements possible.
This was truly a team effort, and every Rotarian in District 5170 should be proud of the lasting impact we made
together.”

Congratulations, District 5170!

Herb Ritter, Past District Governor, 2025-2026
Lead with Vision. Serve with Heart. Leave Your Mark.

Read More

District 5170 Governor-Elect John Flaniken Graduates from
Governor-Elect Learning Week

By Herb L. Ritter 11

Congratulations to Rotary District 5170 Governor-Elect John Flaniken on graduating from Governor-
Elect Learning Week!

John spent the week alongside more than 30 fellow Governors-
Elect from Rotary Zones 26 and 27, participating in leadership
sessions, exchanging ideas, and building relationships focused on
JOh . growing_ Rotary, streng_thening our clubs, and increasing Rotary’s
_‘_D Flamken ‘ impact in our communities and around the world.
. —l\—_‘_ 3 =
DIStl’ict 5170 ] District 5170 was well represented in supporting John and
= =g celebrating his graduation. Joining him were District Governor
ﬂ n " . Geeta Kadambi, Past District Governor Greg Giusiana, Jill
ﬁ‘ Duerig, Savita Vaidhyanathan, Immediate Past District

. --“: Governor Herb Ritter, Governor-Nominee Kamal Della,
g : A and Cupertino Past President Padma Chari. Their presence
CAMP demonstrated the strong support and fellowship surrounding
TARWEST District 5170’s incoming leadership.

District 5170 was
also proud to
have two
Emerging
Leaders,
Brenda Swiney
and Cheryl
Lander,
participate during
the week—
continuing to
develop the next
generation of
Rotary

I leadership.

The week provided an opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of the past Rotary year while
preparing, learning, and building excitement for the year ahead.

Congratulations, John! We look forward to your leadership as you prepare to follow Governor Geeta and lead
District 5170 in 2027-2028. The future of Rotary District 5170 is bright!

Rotary Club of Mission San Jose- Wine Tasting Fundraiser--
Saturday, November 7. 4:00 PM.

By Jeffrey Severtson on Wednesday, September 9, 2026

Mission San Jose. Rotary is proud to announce a wine tasting event to benefit
the wheelchair foundation.
Saturday, November 7. 4:00 PM. Read More


https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=355484
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=355088

District Governor Dr. Geeta Kadambi Inspires Newark Rotary to
Create Lasting Impact

By Edwin Miranda

The Rotary Club of Newark
welcomed District Governor
Dr. Geeta Kadambi on July
7 for an afternoon of
fellowship, recognition, and
inspiration. During President
Steven Turner’s first meeting
of the Rotary year, the club
honored two longtime
members, celebrated its
tradition of service, and
renewed its commitment to
making Rotary more visible
and indispensable throughout
the community.

Read More
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Rotary District 5170 Launches “Rock 'N Roll for Wheelchairs” to
Deliver Life-Changing Mobility in Me

By Herb L. Ritter |11

Rotary {@}:?} Donate Today

District 5170

CLICK HERE to Donate

Silicon Valley, CA — Rotary District 5170 is proud to announce the launch of Rock 'N Roll for Wheelchairs,
a high-impact Governor’s Project dedicated to restoring mobility, independence, and hope to children, teens, and
adults who need wheelchairs but cannot afford them.

Led by District Governor Herb Ritter as part of the
2025-26 Rotary theme, Lead with Vision. Serve
with Heart. Leave Your Mark., this ambitious
initiative aims to raise $50,000 to fund wheelchairs
that will be personally delivered by Rotary volunteers
during a humanitarian mission trip to Cabo Mexico in
2027 or 2028. (TBD once goals are met)

Through a powerful partnership with the Wheelchair
Foundation, every dollar raised will be matched —
effectively doubling the impact of every contribution.


https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=347896
http://fundraise.wheelchairfoundation.org/rotary5170

RockK ‘n Roll ‘

Click here for the Fundraising Flyer

Scan QR Code

Click Here to listen to the D5170 Rock 'n
Roll for Wheelchair Song

Read More

If You Would Like Your Club ezStory Published . . .

By Geeta Kadambi

Rotary District 5170 DACdb Club ezStory Guidelines
(For email broadcast and posting on the 15t of every month)

Purpose

Clubs are encouraged to use the DACdb ezStory tool to share stories about their events and
activities. These stories allow us to showcase Rotary’s impact, invite community participation,
and inspire collaboration with other clubs.

Requirements for District Publication
To be featured in the District Club News Bulletin (sent on the 15th of each month), your
ezStory must meet the following guidelines:

Club ezStory Read More

District 5170 Club News Spotlight; Monthly on the 15th

Rotary District 5170 “Club News Spotlight”
to Amplify Local Impact Across the District

Rotary District 5170 is excited to announce the launch of the District
5170 "Club News Spotlight" — a new initiative designed to shine a
light on the incredible service, events, and achievements of our local

# Rotary clubs.

Through the ezStory tool in DACdb, clubs can now easily share their
stories and events with the district. Each month on the 15th, selected
submissions will be spotlighted in a district wide broadcast email
reaching more than 3,800+ Rotarians across our communities.

“This is an opportunity for every club to showcase the heart of
Rotary,” said District Governor Herb Ritter. “By telling your
story, you not only celebrate the impact your club is making, but you also inspire others to join us
in service, leadership, and fellowship. Together, we can attract new members, strengthen our
commitment to the environment, and continue to unite for good.”

Read More

Schedule your Club Demo for DACdb Website and Ignite Offering &
Ez Giving Module

By Mark S Linsky

Go READ/WRITE in DACdb & Say Goodbye to ClubRunner Fees



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N_W7CWSMRUeajK8kSQCdF09WQ1eO7GBF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JTh6DQKr4KzYFSN87eaQdRauv4nSP1Ct/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N_W7CWSMRUeajK8kSQCdF09WQ1eO7GBF/view
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=332218
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=310603
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=307359

— Book Your Zoom Demo Today!

Interested in moving your Clubrunner Website (for a small fee) to DACdb for smooth integration with District
5170 Free DACdb Engagement Module, set up a meeting with Anthony. Book you zoom Demo today.

000 DACd b Awesome Rotary Club "Ready to unlock even more power in DACdb? Explore

EOJ : District 5170 the advanced modules beyond the District's FREE
A MEMBER MINDER PRO COMPANY package and discover how they can take your club’s

) Pt
PRODUCTS PROVIDED BY YOUR DISTRICT operations to the next level! Click here to sch'edu|lle your
personal demo and see the possibilities in action.

Engagement Provided by your District! . .
999 v yyour=st I would encourage you to book a meeting with the
IGNITE Provided by your District! team to Iea_lrn about \_Nhat modules D_ACdb offers. We
have a variety of options and our prices are based on
Club Extras Provided by your District! club size. During this call, someone from our team will
includes Pmail, Calendar & Events, Bulletins, Member Management, & More be able tO demonstrate any mOdUleS that yOU are
** pdditional Products Available ** interested in learning about for your club. Click here to

Book a Meeting!

How to Add DACDB as a Read Write in MyRotary.org "Click Here"
Read More



https://calendly.com/d/2nj-psr-b7k/memberminderpro-sales-team-round-robin?month=2024-06
https://calendly.com/d/2nj-psr-b7k/memberminderpro-sales-team-round-robin?month=2024-06
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/fwa3ru2411cvsccaxv1pe/Add-a-Vendor-in-MYROTARY.ORG-2023.pdf?rlkey=1bvsvqkuqum877xz3frfjyfx1&st=6pxp60mo&dl=0
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=306902

